
Bringing Classrooms
Together for Social Change

Affirm

Acknowledge your child’s observations.
Your child may share questions like,
“Why is my pen pal’s skin color 
different from mine?” “How come my 
penpals’ school has/doesn’t have ___?” 
or “Why does s/he speak differently 
from me?” 

Place value on what your child is shar-
ing. You might say, “That’s an important 
question or observation, I’m so glad you 
shared that with me.”  

Ask follow up questions like, “Why 
do you say that?” Encourage future 
conversations or questions.

Communicate to your child that it is 
OK to ask these types of questions and 
notice differences. 

Be Honest

Explore your child’s feelings about 
what they are saying. Share your own 
feelings and experiences to help your 
child develop his/her thinking process.

As a parent, you also have an 
important role in providing accurate 
information to your children. You won’t 
always have an answer, but you 
can do some research and continue 
to learn together.

Continue the Conversation

When you are on the subway or bus, 
ask your child about the similarities 
and difference s/he notices about the 
neighborhoods to which you travel. 

Read and discuss books with multi-
cultural and social justice themes.

Ask your child about what s/he 
watches on TV and make connections 
or comparisons to your child’s life.

Talk about family traditions and make 
connections to friends who might 
have different traditions.

Educate yourself as a parent with 
regard to multicultural and social justice 
education

Create Change 

Move the conversation to action by 
challenging children to become change 
makers. Ask, “What can we do about 
this?” and empower children to realize 
that they can do something right 
now to help create change! For ideas 
for ways to take action, visit: 
http://www.dosomething.org

The ABCs 
of how to talk 
to your 
child about 
differences

For more information 
please contact us at: 
(646) 688-4470
info@bordercrossers.org
www.bordercrossers.org

Border Crossers draws 
from experts in the field 
of multicultural and 
social justice education 
to inform its curriculum 
development and 
training methodology. 

The ABCs offer some tools 
and resources for how 
to engage children 
in conversations about 
differences.

“Schools (should) become places 
where students and teachers can 
become border crossers engaged 

in critical and ethical reflection 
about what it means to bring a wider 
variety of cultures into dialogue with 

each other” —Henry Giroux, 
Critical Multiculturalist


